Description of Aberdeen College and its activity

Aberdeen College is Scotland’s largest college of further/higher education and vocational training. Aberdeen College operates across four major teaching areas which are:

· Business, Computing and Land-Based

· Creative Industries, Sport and Languages

· Engineering and Construction

· Service Industries and Social Science

Aberdeen College provides vocational, adult and special needs education to students from the North East of Scotland, mainly Aberdeen, Aberdeenshire and Angus Councils totalling more than 34000 students based on 2009/10 figures.

Many of our students come from economically deprived backgrounds receiving financial support through bursaries, Education Maintenance Allowance (EMA) and the Scottish Award Agency for Scotland (SAAS).

The College assists pupils with addiction problems, special needs, disabled students, immigrants and refugees to study for their chosen career by building up through individual personal learning plans their social and academic skills. Pupils that have been excluded from secondary institutions receive assistance at the Additional Learning Support Centre and ACCESS Centre. The Community Outreach Department coordinates the tuition at community level and secondary schools allowing many students - especially those at risk - to become aware of different career paths. Through the Community Outreach, the College collaborates with the local authorities and NGOs such as Aberdeen Cyrenians and Aberdeen Foyer by providing the required social skills and encourage the beneficiaries to pursue further studies. 

Companies train their trainees or retrain their workforce by releasing them to attend part-time classes at our College thus allowing the students to continue their employment and have access to the required training.
Working for Aberdeen College would very much offer the opportunity to gain a better understanding of the Scottish dimension to adult learning, the Scottish education system and to improve professional and intercultural competences.
The College has well structured departments with over 200 members of support staff. This opens up options in gaining experience in administration, accounting, HR and many more. 
The main centre of Aberdeen College - Gallowgate - is located directly in the town centre with excellent public transport connections to the whole city and Shire. The train and bus station is also within walking distance of Aberdeen College (Gallowgate Centre) connecting Aberdeen with the rest of Scotland.
The other College centres are situated in the city (Gordon and Altens Centre), on outskirts of Aberdeen (Clinterty Centre) and also more rural areas such as Peterhead and Inverurie.

More information can be found on our website www.abcol.ac.uk
