Comenius Regio Proposal: 

Conflict  Resolution and Healthy Relationships 

Partnership working between Leicestershire and Leicester Local Authorities, Leicestershire Constabulary, and developing links with a partner European region.  
The key focus of this project will be on training Champions in Restorative Approaches to support (other) teachers/trainers.   Restorative Approaches are inspired by the philosophy and practices of restorative justice . Repairing harm done to relationships and people  is placed  over and above the need for assigning blame and dispensing punishment. 

Children will be the recipients of the expertise but teachers are the focus.
 E-ngage will  be a partner and support in developing an online learning model which will be disseminated to teacher/trainers. 

The project aims to create an in-service training module for adults working with children and young people. This will support teachers, police officers, statutory and voluntary agencies to develop Restorative Approaches programmes.

The project will focus on offering teachers a meaningful partnership with relevant agencies; to support them in addressing the needs of primary and secondary pupils and the promotion of an integrated, inclusive community. The project will include the use of ICT as a means of delivering the training for teachers, who in turn will be able to use the same technology in delivering the training to students in their own and wider communities.  Initially the project will focus on two carefully selected secondary schools with the view they in turn will support their family of schools

The aim is to develop effective strategies as part of a whole school approach by equipping teacher/trainers to confidently set up Restorative Approaches programmes that will impact on children, young people and their communities. This will help develop children and young peoples’ experiences, interests, values and cultural identity and connect them more visibly to their school and local communities.

The focus will be on improving collaboration, co-operation and respect using a citizenship approach with learners, enabling them to support one another using tested models of restorative approaches enabling conflict resolution and healthy relationships.  

Teachers / trainers will need to feel confident that there will be positive outcomes for their pupils and the wider community. These include:

§ broadening positive thinking skills, peace making and building using positive communication. 

§ developing empathy, understanding and respect for others

§ developing confidence and self-esteem

§ reducing the number of behaviour issues and encouraging community cohesion

